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ADOPT-A-SCHOOL FAQs 

 
What is the Adopt-A-School program? 
The Adopt-A-School program creates and nurtures 
partnerships between a business/organization/individual 
and a school.  School partnerships allow community 
entities to impact public education in a targeted location.   
 
What’s in it for our organization? 
In addition to investing in the education of our young 
people and in the future health of our community, your 
organization will gain insight into the public school setting.  
The Adopt-A-School program also offers a great vehicle for 
channeling the community service efforts of your 
employees/members, and your image will be enhanced by 
your involvement.  Partners In Education works directly 
with you to design a mutually supportive partnership.    
 
Can a school have more than one partner? 
Yes.  Most schools already have more than one partner.  
One adopter may provide volunteers while another may 
offer surplus goods or funding.  Each school has its own 
individual needs, and each adopter supplies only what 
resources are available.  
 
Can a partner adopt more than one school? 
Yes.  Your involvement is directly proportionate to your 
capabilities and interests and depends on the level of 
participation at which you are most comfortable.   
 
Is there a minimum financial commitment? 
No.  Partners In Education believes that relationships make 
the difference.  Although financial contributions are 
appreciated, we feel strongly that the partnership should be 
deeper than simply a financial arrangement.  Partners are 
NOT asked to fulfill all the needs of any school. 
 
How long is the commitment for Adopt-A-School? 
The Adopt-A-School program coincides with the school 
year calendar.  Most partnerships continue for as long as 
the partners feel they are being effective.  In some 
instances, the partner will enter the relationship for a 
designated period of time.    
 
Do we have to renew the partnership each year? 
No.  The formal renewal process takes place at the 
beginning of each school year.  Partnerships typically 
continue until a partner communicates a change in 
commitment to the school or Partners In Education staff. 
 
Is there a bad time of year to enter into a partnership? 
We welcome adoptions regardless of the time of year.  
Partnerships that begin later in the school year have the 

advantage of taking a “test drive” before planning their 
activities for the forthcoming year.  The schools eagerly 
accept community involvement throughout the year. 
 
What are some ways I can partner with schools? 

 Support existing school activities 
 Serve as a mentor or tutor for various subjects 

and grade levels (reading buddy, lunch buddy) 
 Offer special incentives for both students and 

teachers who go above and beyond 
 Make class presentations on a subject matter 

pertinent to your business or occupation 
 Sponsor fieldtrips or other programs affected by 

budget cuts 
 Assist with special school programs such as 

career fairs, spelling bees, field days, etc. 
 Donate supplies and equipment 
 Sponsor a student for a state or national 

conference or competition 
 Offer parent trainings at your place of business 
 Award mini-grants to teachers 
 Serve on the school’s site-based team 
 Offer manual labor for large projects 
 Assist with school beautification projects 

 
What are some ways students give back to their 
adopters? 

 Entertainment at partner’s special events 
 Handiwork displayed in business 
 Student volunteer assistance at business 
 Partnerships in community service projects 
 Working hand-in-hand with business to create 

plans for professional projects 
 Recognition events including appreciation 

luncheons, holiday parties, etc. 
 Acknowledging adopter in all school publications 

and marketing endeavors 
 Personalized thank yous 

 
How does a partner Adopt-A-School? 

 Contact the Partners In Education office to 
indicate your interest in adopting a school 

 Identify interests and available resources for 
contribution 

 Meet with the adopted school's Campus 
Coordinator to determine goals and partnership 
activities 

 Designate your own partner coordinator 
 Attend a brief formal adoption ceremony 

involving partner representatives and school staff 
 Evaluate the results at the end of the school year

 


